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AN ILLUSTRATION OF THE CONTINUITY OF 
THE OPENFIELD SYSTEM. 

The arrangements of openfield or champion farming 
are not easily realized and understood by persons accus- 
tomed to the compact plots and fenced-in fields of the 
English estates of the present day. How are we to con- 
ceive that people holding land in hereditary tenure and 
protected in their ownership against outsiders had to sub- 
mit to all sorts of regulations and restrictions in disposing 
of their land? How is it that property the title to which 
was recognized to be private by the courts depended in 
its economic use not so much on the owners as on a union 
of neighbors? What was the juridical nature of that union 
and from what sources did it derive its powers ? By what 
machinery were its decrees formulated and enforced? 
These and other puzzling questions present themselves to 
the student of rural antiquities, and his perplexity is not 
likely to be lessened by the consideration that the system 
in question obtained not only in certain regions of Eng- 
land, but over the greater part of Europe, that it arose 
in the early Middle Ages and lasted in many places up to 
the nineteenth century, that it was not merely a method 
of managing tillage and pasturage, but an arrangement 
of property connected with the distribution of land in 
equal or proportionate holdings. 

Our information about the working of the system comes 
from different sources, and its parts overlap to a certain 
extent. There are traces on the soil itself, still visible 
in the shape and names of the fields and in the agrarian 
maps of the time before the inclosures. There are stray 
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references in ancient Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-Norman 
documents. There are fines and regulations entered on 
court-rolls dating from the fourteenth and later cen- 
turies. It is evident that there is a unity and continuity 
of purpose and practice between these various groups of 
evidence, but the persons who were responsible for their 
existence did not take care to explain to us in what manner 
they have to fit, how the original roots of the institutions 
in question are to be connected with their later offshoots. 
One thing is clear; namely, that it would amount to a 
kind of scholarly self-annihilation to reconstruct the 
openfield arrangement of each period purely and solely 
on the strength of the evidence belonging to this period. 
It is surely not unreasonable to illustrate the use of Saxon 
headlands and temporary fences by Middle English and 
even modern practices. It would, of course, be danger- 
ous to assume identity in every detail. But it is difficult 
to escape the conclusion that there was identity at bottom 
in the working of institutions characterized by the same 
peculiar terms and the same artificial practices. I wish 
on the present occasion to give an account of the rural 
by-laws of the Oxfordshire manor of Great Tew, a place 
popularly known as the residence of Lord Falkland in the 
reign of Charles I. Three court-rolls of this manor have 
been courteously communicated to me by Mr. A. Ballard. 
They are of the years 1756, 1759, and 1761, but the arrange- 
ments described in them are very archaic and tally well 
with much earlier information. 

1. Before studying these court-rolls, let us glance at 
some passages from Domesday Book and from the Hun- 
dred Rolls of Edward I. bearing on the manor in ques- 
tion. The Domesday survey does not make a definite dis- 
tinction between the various Tews mentioned by it, 1 but 
Great Tew must have corresponded to the principal 

' Domesday, i. 155 d, 156 d. 
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manor of the name entered in the fief of Odo of Bayeux. 1 
It was in William the Conqueror's reign a large estate 
with a considerable home farm, containing six plough- 
teams and tenants' land tilled by sixteen teams. The 
estate was rated at sixteen hides, and there was land in it 
sufficient for twenty-six ploughs — that is, approximately 
3,120 acres of fair arable land. It is noteworthy that 
the assessment corresponds exactly to the number of 
actual teams belonging to the tenants. The cultivation 
fell short of what it might have been by four ploughlands, 
there being only twenty-two teams on an area where 
there was land for twenty-six ploughs. The rural popula- 
tion consisted of thirty-one villain and eight bordarii 
households, besides fourteen serfs. As we may assume 
that these last were working on the home farm, there 
remain the thirty-one villains as the chief shareholders 
of the sixteen dependent teamlands, about one villain 
per half -team, — an equation which is rendered still more 
exact by the presence of the eight bordarii, small tenants 
who must have shared the remaining half-teamland 
between them, getting on the average seven and a half 
acres each (on the scale of 120 acres per teamland). 

In the Hundred Rolls of Edward I., Great Tew appears 
under its distinctive name. Three owners have shares 
in it. John de Perwes (Preaux?) holds two-thirds from 
the Earl of Arundel. Another estate belongs to the four 
daughters of Roger of Somery, as tenants of the same 
fief of Arundel. A third portion had been carved out 
for Baldwin de Ver, and was held of him by his brother John 
and some assigns (assignati) } In the Testa de Nevill, 
a scutage roll of the close of Henry III.'s reign, were 

1 Ibid., i. 155 d: Idem episcopus tenet Tewam. Ibi sunt xvi hidae. Terra 
est xxvi carucis. Nunc in dominie- vi carucae, et xiv servi, et xxxi villani cum 
viii bordariis habent xvi carucas. Ibi ccc acrae prati xii minus et ci acrae pasturae 
T. R. E. et post valuit xx libras. Modo xl libras. Alnod Chentisc tenuit. 

2 Rot. Hundr., ii. 845 
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mentioned the estates of Ralph de Preaux, Roger de 
Somery, and Baldwin de Ver. 1 Notwithstanding the 
division of the property between several feudal owners, 
Great Tew evidently continued to form a unit in regard 
to the economy of the township. At any rate the villains 
of the different fractions were subjected to similar dues 
and services; they held their tenements on the standard 
of the peasants of John de Preaux. The six Domesday 
carucates of the home farm may perhaps still be recog- 
nized. John de Preaux is possessed of three, the daughters 
of Roger de Somery and John de Ver two, while the re- 
maining sixth may be represented by small free tenements 
formed out of the domain. 2 It is remarkable that the 
sixteen teamlands, rated as hides of the Domesday tenants, 
have also come down to the time of the Hundred Rolls. 
There are still eleven holders of half-teamlands on the 
fief of Preaux, and sixteen virgaters, while a tenant of 
John de Preaux, William of Childegrave, has three peas- 
ants holding half a teamland each and two virgaters. 
Two virgaters and two holders of half-teamlands are to 
be found on the land of Roger de Somery. In the portion 
of the De Vers the grouping of the yardlands is not expressly 
given, but there are eight villain households with twelve 
virgates between them. One virgate and a half are said 
to be freehold, and two curious tenements of half a hide 
each are described as socage holdings. Altogether fifteen 
and a half teamlands or hides and one oxgang are accounted 
for in this way as distributed in double and single yard- 
lands, one oxgang being added by way of exception. 
The remaining three oxgangs to make up the sixteen hides 
are more than balanced by a certain number of free 
tenements, which in some cases may have grown on 

> Testa de Nevill, 101, 102. 

2 Rot. Hundr., 1. c: Druetus de Pratellis tenet 6 acras terrae quae vocatur 
Revelond et reddit per annum 2 solidos ad vitam suam et uxoris suae et sui pueri. 
Henricus Dapifer tenet terram quae vocatur Mulelond pro 2 sol. annuis. Abbas 
de Redinge 12 acras prati reddendo dimidiam libram piperis, etc. 
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assarted land in the interval of nearly two hundred years 
between 1086 and 1279. One element of uncertainty is 
brought in concerning the latter by the fact that we are 
unable to trace definitely the history of those portions 
of the Bayeux estate in Great Tew which appear in 
Domesday as carved out for its knights. I cannot make 
out, at any rate, whether they would have to be reckoned 
in Great Tew or not, and whether they had kept up a 
separate existence until the reign of Edward I. The 
general correspondence between the enumeration of the 
villains on the estate of the bishop of Bayeux and the 
survey of Great Tew in the Hundred Rolls is striking, and 
it is especially worth notice that the ancient normal 
holding of two yardlands had kept its ground in more than 
half the total number of recorded instances. It is not 
strange that it should have been broken up into single 
yardlands in many cases, but it is rather to be wondered 
at that it should have survived in so large a number of 
cases. 

The social condition of the villains of Great Tew was 
characterized by the following principal features. In the 
summer each half-hide holding had to send one man to 
work for the lord every day of the week except Saturdays. 
In the autumn three laborers had to come on Mondays, 
besides two boon-works when the whole family, except 
the housewife and the shepherd, had to put in an appear- 
ance. In winter the labor services were not heavy, being 
restricted to three ploughings, two harrowings, and some 
other minor works. Merchet was levied from all the 
villains marrying their sons and daughters. The villains 
of the sub-manor belonging to William of Childegrave 
had redeemed their labor services for a certain payment 
of 16s. 8d, but were, nevertheless, subjected to merchet. 1 

1 Rot Hundr., I. c: Villain ejusdem Willelmi. Robertas Attelake tenet in ville- 
nagio de predicto Roberto (sic) de Chaldegrava duas virgatas terrae reddendo per 
annum xvi sol. vni d. ad certum pro operacione et auxilio, sed debet pueros suos 
redimere. 
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They were still technically villains, although the compilers 
of the Roll were evidently aware of the contradiction 
between the debasing fine and the certainty of services. 
A marriage fine was due even in the case of the two socage 
holdings on the land of the De Vers, but the entry is 
carefully worded so as to omit any expressions implying 
a debasing character in the fine. 1 It is difficult to say 
where the two socage tenants came from: there is no 
trace of sokemen in the Domesday entry nor any indica- 
tion of ancient demesne condition. The predecessors 
of the two tenants in question must have been included 
in the general group of villains in the Domesday Survey, 
while the thirteenth century record makes it difficult 
to distinguish between the various elements of the group. 
The services of the socagers are expressed mainly in 
money rents, but a few ploughings and day-works in 
harvest time are also customary, and suit of court is 
required. 

There were several free tenements in Great Tew, and 
they are mostly organized as virgates and half-hides 
charged with rents in money and kind. The terminologi- 
cal distinction between the free and the socage holdings 
may have depended on the fact that the latter were still 
implicated in some rural work, while the former had 
nothing else to do but to pay. Anyhow there can be no 
doubt as to the fundamental similarity of all the tene- 
ments — free, socage, and villain — in regard to the ar- 
rangement into holdings. They are nearly all shares 
constituted as single or double yardlands. 

2. One of the most remarkable features of the eighteenth 
century court-rolls given below is the continuity of the 
system of holdings described in the Hundred Rolls, of 
1279. Although of course personal bondage had entirely 

1 Ibid., 846 Socoagium . . . Et si idem Johannes nihil habeat fibam man tan- 
dam debet dare serjanto dicti Willelmi de Ver 1 glayvam vel iv d. ad conducendara 
earn intra 20 leucas si necesse habeatur. 
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disappeared, and the inhabitants were ordinary freeholders 
and copyholders at common law, their rights and duties 
were, even in the eighteenth century, apportioned according 
to yardlands 1 and hides. The latter are mentioned twice 
as "outside" hides in the fields, 2 and it is made clear 
in this way that the distribution of arable strips followed 
a certain order, some hides coming to lie on the outside 
and some on the inside of the furlongs. The shares were 
thus not only ideal, but real in the sense of being repre- 
sented by concrete pieces of land with definite limits. 
We are informed indirectly that the ownership of the 
plots forming the holdings was parcelled up in an irregular 
way between greater and lesser tenants. 3 In other words, 
the yardlands and hides had ceased in the eighteenth 
century to be units for the equalization of households, 
although they still remained units for apportioning rights 
and duties to the members of the township. The families 
having interests in the yardlands were left to settle between 
themselves who had to do and to get more and who less, 
but the hides and yardlands of the village were charged 
with duties and endowed with rights according to propor- 
tion. We are not told, unfortunately, how many shares 
of different kinds there were in Great Tew in the eighteenth 
century, but, considering the extreme tenacity of custom 
in such matters, we should not wonder if it were discovered 
some day that there were still sixteen hides and sixty- 
four yardlands at that time, or very nearly that number. 
I may add that the case of Great Tew is by no means an 
isolated one. In a number of modern instances of cham- 
pion farming the ancient holdings are distinctly men- 
tioned, 4 and it is hardly too bold to surmise that the 

'See below, the court-rolls of Great Tew. Appendix, i. 3, u. 10, 15. 
2 Ibid., u. 24, ill. 1. 3 Ibid., i. 3. 

* See Ad. Stark, The History and Antiquities of Gainsborough, London, 1817, 
p. 160. By-laws made at the May Day Leet in 1601, cl. 6: that no man keep or 

tether any horse in the ox pasture or m the Pitt-hills, but for every oxgang one. 
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regular method of effecting the intricate apportionment 
of rights and duties under this system was to use for the 
purpose the ancient distribution into hides, yardlands, 
and oxgangs. 

The three court-rolls before us are mainly records of by- 
laws and elections made at the annual autumnal meeting of 
the court baron and court leet of the manor of Great Tew. 
We are reminded that the Hundred Roll of 1279 attributes 
to the lord of Great Tew in the reign of Edward I. the right 
to hold the view of frankpledge without the sheriff, as 
well as some minor franchises. 1 As a constituted leet, — 
that is, a fraction of the hundred of Dunmowe in private 
hands, — the manorial court had a police jurisdiction of its 
own and the right to impose fines up to forty shillings. 
Courts of this kind had to be careful to draw the limit at 
this sum, but for purposes of ordinary agrarian police 
such fines seem not to have been insignificant even in 
the eighteenth century, and they certainly amounted to 
very substantial punishments in the Middle Ages. An 
important side of the jurisdictional history of local insti- 
tutions is thus brought to fight. Fines and penalties 
of some kind were necessary to uphold the rural regula- 
tions of the township. If the manorial superstructure 
which protected them had been concerned merely with 
serfs, these fines might have been imposed by the decree 
of the lord. But, as free elements were inextricably 
intermingled with servile in the constitution of the manor 
and of its population, the right to inflict penalties had 
to be derived from a delegation of public power, and as 
such the court leet appears in our instance. It is probable 
that in some cases the enforcement of penalties for agrarian 
transgressions was originally one of the matters managed 
by the hundred court. 2 

The homage of Great Tew did not act directly in its 

1 Rot. Hundr., li. 845. 2 Maitland, Domesday Book and Beyond, 97. 
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collective capacity in framing the by-laws of the village. 
As in many similar instances, it delegated its powers 
to a body of twelve jurors 1 who are said to be elected, 
undoubtedly by the union of the shareholders of the 
township, although the form of the election cannot be 
made out from the court-rolls under examination. We do 
not know, for instance, how far the minor householders — 
cottagers, crofters — took part in it. Perhaps it was only 
an affair managed by the holders of ancient shares, yard- 
lands, quarters of yardlands, etc. The jurors have to 
frame the obligatory regulations. They elect the execu- 
tive officers, the fieldsmen more particularly intrusted 
with putting the by-laws into practice, the constables, 
who probably had to exact fines, to impound cattle, etc., 
the hayward to take care of the hedges and to protect 
the fields from transgressions in regard to grazing. The 
jurors had to meet on a special day for the transaction 
of business called forth by the relations between the lord 
and the tenants as well as between tenant and tenant. 2 
The by-laws framed by the jurors comprise, to begin 
with, detailed directions as to the crops and grasses that 
are to be raised on the different fields of the township. 
The rotations brought to our notice in the three court- 
rolls are very complicated and comprise shifts ranging 
over five and more years. 8 They include the cultiva- 
tion of turnips and peas, besides wheat, barley, and oats. 
The fields have to be "laid down" after a series of corn 
crops by sowing rye grass, clover, and sainfoin. These are 
modern features, and the raising of the above-mentioned 
grasses is certainly an eighteenth century agricultural 
innovation. But the compulsory rotation of crops and 
the discipline extended by it over all the village owners 
is a feature of immemorial antiquity. For ages it served 

1 Vinogradoff, Growth of the Manor, 187, 193, 271. 

2 Appendix, i. 13; n. 21. a Ibid., li. 1, 2, 3, 5; lii. 6, 12, 14, etc. 
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to keep up the belated husbandry of the threefield or 
twofield shifts, and it is interesting to find that it was 
able to conform to new departures and experiments in 
the way of scientific agriculture. 

Commons of pasture are marked off for every kind of 
animal from year to year, partly on grounds specially 
reserved for pasture and partly on fields lying fallow. 
In regard to cows a distinction is made between rights of 
common attributed to cottagers and those of tenants 
holding regular shares in the fields not less than one- 
fourth of a yardland in size. The rather obscure wording 
of one passage seems to imply that the holder of one- 
fourth of a yardland (seven and a half acres) had the 
right to send two cows to the commons, while the cottager 
could send only one. 1 The number of sheep allowed 
in the sheep common to each holder of a share of the above- 
mentioned size is fixed differently in the three court-rolls, 
at eighteen, sixteen, and twelve. Some additional sheep 
could be kept on the strips of every tenant in the turnip 
fields with the provision that such tenants might use the 
pasture of Oxenden in the wet season. 2 The pasture for 
horses was termed a "hitchin," because the horses had 
to be hitched or tied to stakes when using it. 3 In one 
case a special sowing of vetches is mentioned for the 
purpose of providing good fodder. 

In all three court-rolls there are intricate regulations 
about "letting or selling commons." One part of the 
provision bearing on the subject is clear enough. The 
peasants are forbidden to set the common; that is, to 
drive their beasts on it without the knowledge and au- 
thority of the fieldsmen. They must mark their animals 
and contribute certain payments for the maintenance 
in good order of the pastures. 4 But if one of them has 

'Vinogradoff, Growth of the Manor, i. 3. 

2 Ibid., ii. 11. 'Ibid., i. 9; h. 4; iu.5. «Ibid.,i. 3. 
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not been able to sell his common to the value of fourteen 
shillings, he may make a declaration to the fieldsmen, 
and the further payment of nine shillings per share will 
be put off until Gunpowder Treason; that is, until the 
5th of November. 1 The aim of the clause seems to be 
to time the payments to the fieldsmen according to the 
coming of the revenue from the pasture to the shareholders 
of the township. This seems to me to be the most plausible 
explanation of the clauses under discussion, but I present 
it with considerable diffidence, as I have never come across 
anything like it in other documents. 

The putting up of hedges, or the "haining" of sheep, 
cows, and horses out of the commons, forms naturally the 
subject of several regulations. 2 One of these applies 
to the making of gates in the fences in order to admit 
the holders of shares to their corn or grass in seasons of 
defence. Another set of by-laws provides for the mound- 
ing of certain plots of land. These regulations concern 
chiefly land's ends; that is, the portions of the strips in 
individual possession which had to be used by all the 
members of the community to gain access to their roods, 
half-acres, or acres. 3 The right of access was one of the 
most characteristic features of the openfield system, and 
had to be ensured either by providing headlands running 
perpendicular to the strips or by reserving the extreme 
portions of all parallel strips for common use as land's 
ends (foreraef). The Great Tew court-rolls refer to the 
latter practice. I may be allowed to remind my readers 
in this connection that both expedients are constantly 
alluded to in Anglo-Saxon charters, and such allusions 
are among the best evidence of the wide spread of cham- 
pion farming in early England. I have already mentioned 

1 Vmogradoff, Growth of the Manor, i. 3. Cf. i. 4, 10; fa. 16; m. 19. 
» Ibid., i. 5-7, 11; li. 12-14, 18; in. 2-4. 
8 Ibid., i. 11; lu 7, 8, 19, 20, 24; lii. 1. 



CONTINUITY OF THE OPENFIELD SYSTEM 73 

the fact that in one or two cases the duty of "mounding" 
a strip of land subjected to a common right of usage is 
expressly imposed on the two outside hides. As these are 
not given any particular names, it is natural to suppose 
that their position was sufficiently indicated by the general 
distribution of strips among the holdings. It may have 
been assigned to them originally by lot. 

However this may be, there can be no doubt that the 
by-laws of Great Tew, although dating from the second half 
of the eighteenth century, throw a strong reflected light 
on the actual practices of openfield husbandry at the 
period of its greatest development in the Middle Ages. 
Once on the other side of the inclosing movement, we 
have no reason for drawing minute distinctions between 
adjoining centuries. Eighteenth century evidence as 
to champion farming differs from sixteenth and fifteenth 
century evidence on the subject more in point of quantity 
than of quality. Indeed, it seems an especially strong 
case for the use of the a fortiori argument. It would be 
preposterous to restrict the bearing of the documents under 
examination to the period covered by the last years of 
George II. and the beginning of the reign of George III. 

P. VlNOGKADOFF. 
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APPENDIX. 

THE BY-LAWS OP THE MANOR OF GREAT TEW, 
OXFORDSHIRE. 



Oeders made by the Jury at the Court Leet & Court Barron 
held in and for the mannor op great tew on thursday the 
20 th Day op October 1756. 

1. It is order'd by the Jury that no person shall keep more than 
Eighteen Sheep to the yard land this Winter and every person shall 
brand his sheep or mark them on or before 21 st of November next, 
The defaulter to forfeit to the Lord of the Mannor three shillings and 
fourpence & to lay as many upon the Turneps as they will Cary 
which shall not be deemed any part of the above Mentioned, the de- 
faulter to pay 0: 3: 4 

2. It is order'd by the Jury that the Cows shall break the Hangings 
of Horse Hill in a fortnight after the Cow Hill is broke & in a week 
after the Hanging is broke to break the Hanging of Chescomb Hill & 
the top of Chescomb Hill, or as the fieldsmen shall direct, & the Herd 
not to break without the fieldsmens directions, the defaulter for every 
default to forfeit to the Lord of the Mannor . . ... 0: 3: 4 

3. It is order'd by the Jury that every Cow Comon Occupied by 
any person that has not at least a Quartern of yard in his Occupation 
shall be demed a Cotage Comon, and every person that Occupies 
more than a Quarter of a yard Land & Occupies more than two Cows 
Comon to yard land all that is Over shall & is hereby deemed Cottage 
Commons, And it is order'd by the Jury that every Cottage Comon or 
the Owner or Occupier thereof shall pay (in Lieu of having the Hang- 
ing of Horse Hill & the topp & Hanging of Chescomb Hill laid to the 
Cow Comon this next Summer) the Sum of five shillings, which Money 
is hereby order'd to be paid to the fieldsmen on or before the Twelfth 
day of May next, and if any Cottager shall not be able to sell his Com- 
mon for 14s. a Common the fieldsmen upon having notice thereof on 
the day aforesaid he shall be Oblig'd to pay him or them after the rate 
of Nine shillings a Common at Gunpowder Treason following, Which 
Money so raised by the five shillings on every Cottage Common shall 
be laid out in Scouring the Darnings, trenching the Cow Comon, Mend- 
ing the rodaway and doing other good Husbandry throughout the 
field Without respect to one Mans ground more than another What 
Nine shillings a Common is to be rated upon the Cattle that are laid 
upon the Comon Share and Share alike, the defaulter for every de- 
fault to forfeit to the Lord of the Mannor 0:3:4 
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4. It is order'd by the Jury that no person that do's Occupy Lands in 
the Common field of Great Tew shall have Liberty to sell sheep Com- 
mons to any person that does not Occupy at least a Quarter of a yard 
Land in the Common field but if they have any Commons to Sell they 
are to give notice to the fieldsmen a week before Martinmass next, 
and if the fieldsmen cant sell them to people that Occupy at least a 
Quarter of a yard Land The Commons are order'd to be paid for after 
the rate of Ninepence a sheep Common to be raised by a Levy the 
same as the poors Levy, the defaulter for every default to pay to the 
Lord of the Mannor 0: 3: 4 

5. It is order'd that the Sheepfolds shall be hained out of the Corn- 
field on or before the 21 st of Nov r , the defaulter to forfeit . . 0: 3: 4 

6. It is order'd that the Sheep shall be hained off the young S* foin 
all this Winter & the park Hill S' foin at Martinmass next, & the Little 
Oxenden S* foin to lye to the Common till May day next, and Ches- 
combe Hill & its Hangings to lye to the Sheep Common till May day 
next, the defaulter to forfeit 0: 3: 4 

7. It is order'd that the Horses shall be hained out of the Common 
field on or before the 31 st day of Decern' next, the defaulter to for- 
feit 0: 3: 4 

8. It is order'd that the fair Hill shall be broke up this Winter for 
Turneps & that Upper Barnwell shall be Winter ploughed & Sowed 
grass seeds with the Spring grain to be sowen thereon next Spring & that 
the Hayward or fieldsmen shall pound all manner of cattle off the 
Turneps the Same as if the fair Hill was cornfield, the Defaulter to for- 
feit to the Lord of the Mannor 0: 3: 4 

9. It is order'd that the Horse Hitchin shall be from park Hill to 
London Way on the Old Hill next to Gaily therns one Land to a yard 
Land, & that the remainder of the Hill shall lye for a Sumer fallow 
& Oxenden S* foin to be fed with sheep next Sumer with it, the de- 
faulter to forfeit 0. 3: 4 

10. It is order'd that no Occupiers of Lands in the Common field of 
Great Tew shall set a Horse Common for the future to any person that 
is not an Occupier of Lands in the Common field untill it shall be 
order'd by the Jury And whoever shall have horse common to sett is to 
give notice to the fieldsmen of such Commons on or before Lamas 
day next in which case the fieldsmen for such Comon after the rate of 
3: 6 4 each Common but not otherwise but the fieldsmen to have liberty 
if Wanted to Sell light Horse Commons over the Stint to persons that 
last occupy their Lands without them but not otherwise, the defaulter 
to forfeit 0:3:4 

11. It is order'd that Between the Hedges being the Clover quarter 
shall be hained from the Sheep on or before the Martinmas next & 
from all Manner of Cattle on or before the 31 st day of Dec', & the Gapps 
in Millway & Alice hedge to be stopt by the Owners on or before the 
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31 st day of Dec next & every person to Mound their own Lands ends, 
the defaulter to forfeit 0. 3: 4 

12. It is order'd that every part of the field that is not in this order 
particularly Mentioned how it is to order'd this next year shall be 
Managed in the Same Manner as is order'd by the order made 10 th 
October 1755. the defaulter to forfeit .0:3.4 

13. It is order'd that the Jury meet on preston pool Hill on the 16 
Nov r next by ten OClock to do such Matters between tenant & Tenant 
& Lord & Tenant as shall be wanting, the defaulter to forfeit to the 
Lord of the Mannor 0. 1: 

14. It is order'd that preist Croft and they leys shall be added to 
the Cow Comon for the year 1758 & The North fields both to be laid 
to the Cow Common the year 1759, the defaulter to forfeit to the Lord 
of the Mannor . . 0: 3: 4 

15. The Jury appoints Thos Lowe & William Lowe to be Constables. 

16. The Jury appoints George Lowe John Busby Tho 8 Lowe & John 
Mitchell fieldsmen for the year ensuing. 

17. The Jury appoint John Bell to be Hayward for the year ensu- 
ing. 

18. The Jury presents the Death of Tho 8 Stow Quaker by which 
there is a yard land and a Half & a small close called the long Green 
fallen to the Lord of the Mannor. 

19. The Jury presents the Widdow Fletchers life hold Tenement 
going to decay & that she ought to repair the same. 

John Mitchell William Lowe W m W preedy 

his 

Geo + Lowe John Evans Tho s + Savage 

mark 

Thomas Stow Joseph 

William Barns William Johnson 

Thomas Stow John busby 

1756 
Court Order 28* Oct'. 



II. 

Orders made at the Court Leet and Court Baron held in and 
for the Mannor op Great Tew the 22* Day of October 1759. 

1. It is order'd by the Jury to Sow all Little Oxenden, The furlong 
called the plank pjtts, Ten lands over Oxenden bottom next to Wood- 
way, and Eight lands next to Woodway in Elldenstamp furlong, 
(with) pease the next spring being in the year 1760, and in the spring 
1761 to Sow the same with Barley and to lay the same down with rye 
grass and Clover, the defaulter for every default to forfeit to the Lord 
of the Mannor 0: 3: 4 

2. It is order'd by the Jury to Sow Turneps upon Wheat Land, 
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piked and broad Castors, Hollow marsh Hill to Ale path, except the 
furlongs next to Woodway the next Spring being the year 1760, and 
in the Spring 1761 to Sow the same Barley and lay it down with 
rye grass and clover, the defaulter for every default to forfeit to the 
Lord of the Mannor 0. 3: 4 

3. It is ordered by the Jury that Wheat Land, piked & broad Castors, 
and Hollow marsh Hill, and from Churchway to Ale path be Hained 
from all Manner of Cattle next Summer on the fourteenth day next 
after Old Midsummer, the defaulter for every default to forfeit to the 
Lord of the Mannor .... ... . . . 0: 3- 4 

4. It is order'd by the Jury that the Slad from the Brook by Wood- 
way Side up to Hollow marsh, and all the furlongs shooting into Wood- 
way including M r Nevells Hadland at Hoare's Stowe, and all the fur- 
long above Chippingnorton way from Woodway to Nattock be sowed 
thetches for a Horse Hitchin this next Spring, and to be sowed Wheat 
as soon as the thetches are tyed off, and in the spring 1761 to be sowed 
Barley and lay'd down with grass Seeds, the defaulter for every de- 
fault to forfeit to the Lord of the Mannor . . 3: 4 

5 It is order'd by the Jury to sow Lent grain the next Spring on the 
furlong below Chippingnorton way and all the rest part of the West- 
field — and in the Spring or Summer 1761 to sow the same Turneps, 
and to Haine the said turneps from all manner of Cattle on the four- 
teenth day next after Old Midsummer 1761, the defaulter for every 
default to forfeit to the Lord of the Mannor .... . 0. 3: 4 

6. It is order'd by the Jury, that the Hangings of Horse Hill, and 
the hangings of Chescomb Hill be pastur'd by the Cows this next sum- 
mer 1760, and that preest Croft and the Leys be pastur'd by the Cows 
in the Summer 1761. and that the two Northfields be pastur'd by the 
Cows in the summer 1762, the defaulter for every default to forfeit 
to the Lord of the Mannor . . .... 0: 3: 4 

7. It is order'd by the Jury that the Lands ends on Chescomb Hill 
be mounded by the Owners of the Lands and gates to be hung on the 
road, by the Constable's On or before the 16 th day of November next, 
the defaulter for every default to forfeit to the Lord of the Man- 
nor 0: 3- 4 

8. It is order'd by the Jury that the Lands Ends on Horse Hill be 
mounded by the Owners of the Lands on or before a fortnight before 
Old Ladyday next, and that the gaps in down Hedge at Horse Hill 
the Hollow way side be Mounded by the Owners at the same time and 
that the gates be put up by the Constable at the same time, the de- 
faulter for every default to forfeit to the Lord of the Mannor 0: 3: 4 

9. It is order'd by the Jury That all park Hill and all Oxenden 
(except what is before Order'd to be sowed pease) shall be lay'd down 
with rye grass and clover this next spring, the defaulter for every de- 
fault to forfeit to the Lord of the Mannor 0: 3: 4 
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10. It is order'd by the Jury that no person shall keep more than 
Sixteen Sheep to the yard Land upon the Common this Winter, and 
every person shall brand his sheep with his own brand or Mark before 
the 21 sl day of November next, the defaulter for every default to for- 
feit to the Lord of the Mannor 0: 3: 4 

11. It is order'd by the Jury^that the Occupyers of Land in the Com- 
mon field shall have the Liberty of laying as many sheep on their tur- 
neps as they will cary Which said sheep are not to be deemed any part 
of the Sixteen — above mentioned but in case of Wet Weather while 
the Sheep are at turneps they are to have the Liberty of Great Oxen- 
den & little Oxenden before it is sowed and no where else, and no per- 
son that has Sheep at Turneps that does not occupy at least a quarter 
of a yard Land shall have the Liberty of coming upon either of the 
Oxendens in Wet Weather. The defaulter for every default to for- 
feit to the Lord of the Mannor 0: 3: 4 

12. It is order'd by the Jury that the folds be hained out of the 
Winter Cornfield on or before the 21 sl November next, and that no 
person shall turn upon his Neighbours Winter Corn (except What is 
Sowed Amongst the Turneps on the Turnep Division) after the 21 st 
of November, the defaulter for every default to forfeit to the Lord of 
the Mannor 0: 3: 4 

13. It is order'd that the St foin shall be hained from the Sheep all 
winter and hained from all manner of Cattle at Candlemas New Style. 
The defaulter to forfeit to the Lord of the Mannor . . . . 0:3:4 

14. It is order'd by the Jury that the horses shall be hained out of 
the Common field on or before St. Thomas Old Style next, the de- 
faulter for every default to forfeit to the Lord of the Mannor 0: 3: 4 

15. It is order'd by the Jury that fair Hill shall lye for a sheep walk all 
next Summer and that three sheep to a yard Land may be laid on the 
fair Hill three weeks before may day next Which three sheep shall be 
Over and above the Sixteen sheep laid on the Winter Common for the 
encouragement of them and an inducement to all occupiers of Land 
that sow turneps, the defaulter for every default to forfeit to the Lord 
of the Mannor 0: 3: 4 

16. It is order'd by the Jury that Occupiers of Lands in the Com- 
mon field Shall set no horse common for the future but shall give no- 
tice to the fieldsmen of such Common being to be set on or before 
Lamas in every year, or the fieldsmen shall not be Obliged to pay for 
Such Commons, the defaulter for every default to forfeit . . 0:3:4 

17. It is order'd that the Old Hill Shall be mow'd for Hay next sum- 
mer and the Sheep to have it afterwards till Martinmas then next 
following and no longer, the defaulter for every default to for- 
feit 0: 3: 4 

18. It is order'd by the Jury that the Old Hill and Galleytherns be 
Hained from sheep to-morrow and Allpark Hill from all manner of 
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Cattle and folds at the same time, the defaulter for every default to 
forfeit to the Lord of the Mannor 0: 3: 4 

19. It is order'd by the Jury that Churchway be mounded on both 
Sides from Ayles hedge to Woodway by the yard land, on or before a 
month after Martinmas, the defaulter for every default to forfeit 
to the Lord of the Mannor 0: 3: 4 

20. It is order'd by the Jury that the gaps in Ayls hedge be mounded 
by the Owners on or before Lady day next, the defaulter for every 
default to forfeit to the Lord of the Mannor 0: 3: 4 

21. It is order'd by the Jury that they meet at Tom Worleys on the 
16 th November by ten ocloek to do such things as shall be needfull be- 
tween Lord and tenant and tenant and tenant, the defaulter to for- 
feit to the Lord of the Mannor 0: 3: 4 

22. The Jury elect John Cross and M r James Nevill Constables for 
the year ensuing. 

23. The Jury elect Robert Franklin George Ryman and William 
Barns fieldsmen for the year ensuing. 

24. It is order'd by the Jury to mown'd the S' foin from Woodstock 
way to the Mill hedge every Lands end by the owner of the Land, 
and where the furlong shoots up the brook to be mownded by the two 
outside hides, and to mownd the Wheat at Huckerswell every one 
their own Lands ends, and to mownd the Barley from Cencil Corner to 
Barnwellford every man his lands ends, and the Barley in Barley in 
brook furlong & Long furlong to be mownded by the two outside hides 
and the gaps to be stop'd in Mill way hedge on or before May day, 
the Defaulter for every default to forfeit to the Lord of the Mannor 
0: 3: 4 and then signed by the Jury — 

John Mitchell 
James Nevell 
Tho" Low 
Thomas Stow 
Robert Franklin 
John busby 

his 

George + Low 

mark 
his 

John + Cross 

mark 

George 
Ryman 
Richard Low 
William Barns 
William V preedy his mark 
Jonathan Preedy 
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III. 

Orders made and Agreed to at the Court Leet and Court Baron 
held at Great Tew in the Mannor House on Fryday the 23 d 
day of October 1761. 

1. It is order'd by the Jury that Horse Hill be mounded by the two 
outside Hydes, and the Owners of the Lands Ends on or before the 16 th 
day of November next, The defaulter for every default to forfeit to the 
Lord of the Mannor Ten shillings 

2. It is order'd by the Jury That the grass seeds on Ale path furlong 
Hollowmarsh Hill, Wheat Land & Broad Castors & picked Castors, 
Little Oxenden, The plank pitts, Eldenstamp furlong and all Great 
Oxenden & park Hill be Hained from the sheep on the 22 nd day of 
Novem r next, and the S d grass Seeds and the S' foin to be hained from 
all manner of Cattle on the 21 st day of December next, the defaulter 
for every default to forfeit to the Lord of the Mannor . . Ten shillings 

3. It is order'd by the Jury that the Cow Common be hained from 
Horses on the 21 s ' day of Decern 1 next and the Cow Common & Ches- 
comb Hill to be hained from all manner of Cattle on the Twenty third 
day of March next, the defaulter for every default to forfeit to the Lord 
of the Mannor Ten shillings 

4. It is order'd by the Jury that the Sheep folds be hained out of the 
Corn fields on the 22 nd day of Novem r next, the defaulter for every 
default to forfeit to the Lord of the Mannor Ten shillings 

5. It is order'd by the Jury that the Horse Hitchin be in the fallow 
field Begining at the side next luck:holds holt, a yard to a yard 
land — and that the horses shall not be hitched or tyed, on any other 
part of the Common field till after it is mowed except on the Highways, 
the defaulter for every default to forfeit to the Lord of the Mannor 
the Sum of Ten shillings 

6. It is order'd by the Jury That all Huckerswell be sowed Turneps 
this next summer 1762. and sowed Barley with grass Seeds spring 1763. 
Mow'd for Hay, Summer 1764. Sheep walk 1765. Oats 1766. fallow 
1767. Wheat 1768. pease 1769. the Defaulter for every default to 
forfeit to the Lord of the Mannor Ten shillings 

7. It is order'd that Between the hedges shall be sowed Turneps 
in summer 1763. and every year after for 8 years after the Manner 
of Huckerswell. 

8. It is order'd that upper Barnwell be sowed turneps 1764 & every 
year after for 8 years after the Manner of Huckerswell. 

9. It is order'd that the Lower side of Woodstock way beyond the 
Brook shall be sowed turneps 1765 and every year after for 8 years 
after the manner of Huckerswell. 
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10. It is order'd that Gaily therns and the old Hill be sow'd Turneps 
1766 and every year after for 8 years after the Manner of Huckerswell. 

11. It is order'd that Park Hill & Great Oxenden be sowed turneps 
1767. and every [year] after for 8 years after the Manner of Huckerswell. 

12. It is order'd That Upper Oxenden plank pitts & ten Lands next 
Woodway in both Chinsynge(?) furlong & over Oxenden bottom & 
Wheat Land and Broad & picked Castors & Hollowmarsh Hill to Ale 
path be sowed turneps 1768. and every year after for 8 years after the 
Manner of Huckerswell. 

13. It is order'd that from Alepath to the Great pool be sowed tur- 
neps 1769 and every year after for 8 years after the Manner of Huckers- 
well. 

14. It is order'd that the West field from Alepath & Woodway ford 
be sowed Barley or Oats next spring & Rye grass & Clover, That 
it Shall be mow'd for Hay 1763. Sheep walk 1764. Oats 1765 Fallow 
1766. Wheat 1767. and pease 1768. The defaulter for every default 
to forfeit to the Lord of the Mannor Ten shillings 

15. It is order'd by the Jury that no person shall keep more than 12 
sheep to the yard Land upon the Common this Winter and every 
person shall Brand his Sheep with his own Brand or mark before the 
21 day of Novem r next, the defaulter for every default to forfeit to the 
Lord of the Mannor Ten shillings 

16. It is order'd by the Jury that Six more sheep than the 12 above 
mentioned to the y* Land may be laid on the Common on the 5 th day 
of April next & no more, the defaulter to forfeit to the Lord of the 
Mannor Ten shillings 

17. It is order'd that the Grass Seeds at Great Oxenden & park Hill 
be broke up for the sheep atold Lady day & not before, the defaulter 
to forfeit Ten shillings 

18. It is order'd that all the grass Seeds Sowed last Spring shall be 
Mow'd for Hay & park Hill & Great Oxenden to lie sheep walk and all 
the grass seeds besides after they are now exept Chescomb Hill, the de- 
faulter to forfeit Ten shillings 

19. It is order'd by the Jury that the Occupiers of Lands shall set 
no horse Common for the future but shall give notice to the fieldsmen 
of such Common being to be set on or before Lamas in every year, or the 
fieldsmen shall not be Obliged to pay for such Common, the defaulter to 
forfeit to the Lord of the Mannor Ten shillings 

20. It is order'd that the Heyward shall pound all Horses pigs hogs 
&c that are found grassing about the Waste in the Town. 

21. The Jury Elect Tho 8 Stow Hintons Junior John Harris — To be 
Constables for the year Ensuing. 

22. The Jury elect John Johnson George Lowe, and Thomas Lowe 
fieldsmen for the year ensuing. 
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23. The Jury elect Sam 1 Dews Heyward and agree to pay him 2 
shillings a yard land and he is to keep the Crows from off the Wheat 
immediately till the wheat is out of danger, and to keep the Crows 5 
weeks before harvest from off the wheat till reaping time, and to keep 
the field free from Mold's or Wants, and is to employ his whole time in 
doing the said duty. 



John Mitchell 

his 

William £ preedy 

mark 

William Barns 
John Busby 
Jonathan Pbbbdt 

his 

George + Lowe 

mark 

Tho" Lowe 
Thomas Star 



William Lowe 
Robert Franklin 
Richard Lowe 



